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Abstract

The main objective of this paper is to reexamine Herbert Spencer’s
individualism. In most cases, Spencer is regarded as a philosopher,
who claims individualism. It is clear from works already reported that
he maintains his individualism. Moreover, it has been often discussed
whether Spencer adapted individualism to his evolutionary theory.

But, in the traditional studies of Spencer’s individualism, it is possible
that his individualism is still incompletely understood. In the light of this
situation, this paper attempts to review his individualism and lay out a
new interpretation.

First, this paper will give an outline of a conventional explanation of
Spencer’s individualism. Second, it will examine this old explanation.
Third, it will point out some problems on that. Finally, the paper will

show a possibility of a new interpretation of Spencer’s individualism.
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