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Abstract

Japan, perhaps unsurprisingly, has the lowest ratio of women in
academia among the OECD countries at 15.3%. Low ratio of female
researchers is largely due to the low ratio of STEM-pursuing female
students which is also at the bottom of OECD countries. In fact a
national survey revealed that it even middle school female students are
biased away from STEM fields. While newly hired faculty’s ratio is
promising, a high turnover rate for female scientists suggests that without
much stronger support during life-events ratio of female researcher will
only improve at slow rate. Combined with anti-bias training for students
of all ages, support of female researchers will make Japanese academia
more competitive and productive and above all, more fair and equal.
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